of the Commission written by Mr. Street, which is here printed for the first time, he says that it was during the second week of March that he was asked to be the Chairman of the Commission.
In his manuscript he had first written "third week," but "third" is crossed out and "second" substituted, evidently after reference to his diary. As the first of March in 1885 was Sunday, the second week came to an end on the 14th. Street's appointment therefore was made before the 15th of March, but it is not until March 30 that a letter was written by the Deputy Minister informing him of his appointment and entered upon the Minutes of the Privy Council. He was, as he says in his account, practising his profession as a lawyer in London, Ontario, where he had been born and brought up. He was not active in politics, but being an intimate friend of Sir John Carling, a member of the Cabinet at that time, he may have been suggested to the Prime Minister by Carling for the chairmanship. It was, however, his reputation among the profession for sound judgment and great tact that must chiefly have weighed with Sir John Macdonald in making the appointment, and his management of the Commission and its operations, as revealed in this narrative, shows how well that reputation was deserved. The account here printed was written down by him many years later at the request of his family, who had often heard him speak of his interesting experiences in the North-west and who asked him to put these on paper for their benefit and for those who should come after them. He never finished the story, whether from want of leisure, or because the later stages of his journeying through the country seemed to him uninteresting. But as it stands, it is a document of first-rate value on this episode in the history of the North-west. It fills in certain blanks in the official record, and gives the origin of some important features of the instructions issued to the Commission. In the histories of Canada it has sometimes been urged against the government that no real attempt was made to reconcile the halfbreeds until the rebellion had broken out. The first hostile attack took place on March 27, but the members of the Commission had been appointed a fortnight previously. The final instructions which governed their proceedings were issued on March 30, but had been settled on March 25.
The Commission fulfilled its purpose so far as quieting the half-breeds and satisfying them that the government of Canada recognized their rights to own the land which they occupied, but in one important particular the settlement of their claims failed in its object. When the similar Commission in 1875 had dealt with the claims of the half-breeds in Manitoba the land-scrip issued had been redeemable at any time at the rate of $1.00 per acre, and most of it was promptly converted into money, which the improvident half-breeds soon squandered, so that they were speedily reduced to poverty, having neither money nor land. This unhappy result had undoubtedly made the government hesitate in dealing in like manner with the half-breeds of the North-west Territories. As long as they had no legal title to the land which they occupied there was little chance of selling it. The longer they could be kept in that equivocal position the more likelihood was there that they would become accustomed to farming and so remain permanently settled' upon their farms. Accordingly a variation of the Manitoba terms of redemption was introduced into the scrip issued by the later North-west Commission, and it was provided that the scrip should not be redeemable except in payment for other lands in the Territories. Thus, it was hoped, the half-breed would find himself at liberty only to exchange one parcel of land for another. But those who devised this restraint on alienation had not reckoned with the land speculators, who followed the Commission from place to place and easily persuaded the half-breed to part with his scrip below the redemption price of $1.00 per acre. Therefore in a very short time much of the halfbreeds' land had been alienated and they themselves impoverished like their kin in Manitoba ten years before. It is hard to see how this result could have been avoided, except by introducing some species of entail, and this would certainly have been bitterly opposed by the very men whom it was intended to benefit.
Mr During the second week of March, 1885, being then busily engaged in the active practice of my profession at London, Ontario, I was unexpectedly asked by the Dominion government to go to the North-west Territories of Canada as Chairman of a Commission, which was to visit the various settlements of half-breeds there and to report upon certain rights and claims of theirs which I shall more fully explain below. The acceptance of the position meant an absence of several months from home, family and clients, but there was a certain charm in the prospect of change and adventure which was very tempting. It was only fifteen years since these Territories had begun to emerge from the mists and darkness in which the Hudson's Bay Company, for their own trading purposes, had shrouded them during two hundred years. The Rocky Mountains had been a distant and mysterious range, as inaccessible and unknown as the Hindu Kush or the mountains of the moon, the haunt of the grizzly bear and the Blackfeet Indians. We knew that great prairies were there over which herds of buffalo roamed and upon which they were hunted and slain by painted savages armed with bows and arrows. Ever since the surrender of its title by the Hudson's Bay Company to the Queen at the end of 1869, and the acquisition of the country by the Dominion of Canada, however, the mists had been rolling away: the Canadian Pacific Railway was being constructed and in 1885 was running trains as far as the foot of the mountains, settlers from the older provinces had taken up lands along the line of the railway and towns and villages had begun to spring up, the buffalo had suddenly become extinct, and the Indians were collected upon Government Reserves. But there was still enough of wildness left, enough of the former halo of mystery remaining about the country, to make the temptation too strong to be resisted by me.
The Commission was to begin its work with as little delay as possible, and within a very few hours of my acceptance of the position I was summoned to Ottawa by Sir David Macpherson, the Minister of the Interior, to receive my instructions, and I then learned the nature of the work to be done by the Commission. It will be convenient to explain here what it was and the manner in which it arose.
The story really begins in 1670, when King Charles the Second granted a Charter of Incorporation to "The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson's Bay," otherwise generally known as the Hudson's Bay Company. The terms of the charter were somewhat vague and the territories affected by it were indicated rather than described, but under it the Company, for close on two hundred years, was practically the only government for the whole of the North-west Territories and Provinces of Canada, the scanty population of which for the greater part of that time consisted almost exclusively of Indians and half-breeds together with the French, Scotch and English servants of the Company. These servants were a hardy and vigorous set of men who propelled and guided through thousands of miles of intricate lake and river navigation the boats and canoes by which the Company supplied its most distant trading posts with the goods to be exchanged for furs, and brought down the furs to the settlements. Their lives were spent in this work, and their wives were generally taken from the Indian tribes with which they came in contact. Their calling required them to spend the greater part of their time in long voyages to distant posts, and their wives remained with the tribe to which they belonged, while their numerous children were brought up as members of the tribe and again frequently intermarried with its members, becoming servants of the Company, or following the tribe in its wanderings and hunting expeditions. After a time many of them acquired more permanent homes, generally upon the bank of a lake or river where they lived when not away hunting, or "freighting," that is, carting goods for the Company over the prairies in clumsy carts with creaking wooden wheels drawn by bullocks or ponies. The white blood that was in the race showed itself, in proportion to its presence, in a greater intelligence, a certain aptitude for business not possessed by the Indians, a greater susceptibility to religious influences, and a general amelioration of the savage and ruthless instincts of the Indian race. On the other hand the Indian blood was visible in their swarthy complexion, their dark eyes, their straight black hair, their stolid manner, and their dislike for the drudgery of a life of agriculture. A patois of French and Cree was the language which principally prevailed amongst them, though many spoke only Cree. The French priests and Sisters of Charity who took up their abode amongst them had accomplished much in the direction of civilizing and educating them. Such then were the half-breeds, who to the number of several thousands, scattered over more than half a million square miles of country, were the most important element in the population when the charter of the Company was coming to an end in the year 1869. In that year the Dominion of Canada, which had come into existence in 1867, and which included or was authorized to include in its boundaries all the country north of the international boundary line and east of the Rocky Mountains, bought out the claims of the Company to a renewal of its charter so far as its title to the land was concerned, and proceeded, in anticipation of an Imperial Order in Council vesting the country in the Dominion, to take over the government of the territories from the Company. Upon looking back over the events which followed the first attempt made toward this object it is apparent that it was undertaken too hastily and without understanding the feelings of the half-breeds. The bulk of the inhabitants knew no other country than the prairies, and no rulers but the Hudson's Bay Company. They probably realized in a dim way that the country belonged to the Queen, but they recognized no right on the part of the Canadian Government to any duty or obedience from them. The Canadian Government had dealt with the Hudson's Bay Company alone in the matter, and the inhabitants complained that they were being transferred from one master to another without their own consent being asked, more as if they were cattle than as human beings. They therefore forcibly opposed the entry into the country of the Lieutenant-Governor sent from Ottawa to rule over them, and refused to admit him without some previous understanding with the Canadian Government as to its intentions, and some guarantee that their rights should be respected. In those days there was no communication by railway or telegraph between Ottawa and the little border town of Pembina, North Dakota, where the intending Lieutenant-Governor had been stopped, and after spending the winter months in a slow correspondence with the Ottawa Government behind him and in fruitless parleyings with the half-breeds across the border he finally returned in disgust to Ottawa. In the meantime efforts were made though Mr. Donald A. Smith (now Lord Strathcona) and Vicar General Thibault, both of whom were well known amongst the half-breeds, to explain to them that all their rights would be respected by the new Government. Riel and a large following; however, refused to accept these assurances, and, not without a good deal of violence and some bloodshed, they proclaimed a provisional government, adopted a flag of their own, and appointed Riel their President. The The "Indian title" referred to in this Act is an undefined and somewhat shadowy right which our Government is in the habit of recognizing as belonging to the aborigines with regard to tracts of land in their possession, when it has been decided that their possession must be ended and the tract surveyed and opened up for settlement. It is not a title which could be actively enforced in any Court, for it is only recognized in order that it may be extinguished. In the case of the Indians it is usually extinguished by a treaty made with the tribes living upon the tract claimed, by the terms of which a reserve of land is set apart for the tribe and certain annual payments provided for. In the case of the half-breeds, there being no tribe or other organization with which to deal, the Government itself fixed what it deemed an adequate consideration, and having set this apart for them treated their Indian title to the rest of the lands in the province as extinguished.
The lands set apart were not a single block but were scattered through the Province. A Commission was appointed by the Dominion Government in the year 1875 to ascertain the names of the half-breeds resident in the province on 15th July, 1870. This enumeration, and the taking of the evidence upon which it was founded, was a work of many months and the result was forwarded to Ottawa in order that the lands might be allotted to the persons found entitled by the Commissioner. The scheme was to give to each half-breed head of a family 160 acres, and to each half-breed child 240 acres, the intention being that they should settle upon the land and become farmers. There were long delays, however, in making the allotments and preparing the Crown grants of the land, and in the end the majority of the half-breeds received little benefit from their allotments. Being poor and improvident, numbers of them sold their rights to speculators for a trifling sum, and had spent the proceeds long before the grants were issued. In the meantime the Government made treaties with the Indians not only in Manitoba but in the North-west Territories for the extinguishment of their title. Then the half-breeds who were resident not in Manitoba but in the North-west Territories on 15th July, 1870, began to press for a settlement of their claims as holders of an Indian title to the lands there, and the question at once arose as to the shape which the settlement should take. The half-breeds themselves naturally demanded the same compensation as their Manitoba brethren had received, but the result of that experiment had been unsatisfactory in the extreme, as the greater part of the compensation had been quickly squandered, and the larger number of those to whom it had been paid were as needy and discontented as before. What was desired was that the present grants to the North-west half-breeds should be made in such a form as to ensure permanent benefit to them. Various plans were suggested to the Government to this end by the Roman Catholic clergy of the North-west, by the North-west Council, and by other friends of the half-breeds, but it was evident that the half-breeds themselves were inclined to resent the imputation that they were unable to take care of their own property and the suggestion that they should live upon Reserves as the Indians did. The Government was unwilling to offend the half-breeds by adopting the schemes of their friends, or to offend their friends by making direct grants, and so the matter dragged on. The half-breeds had other grievances in connection with the surveys of the country, the rigid form of which, in unyielding squares, interfered with the shape of the holdings upon which they had squatted and built their homes before surveys were thought of. The end of it was that in the autumn of 1884 they sent a deputation to Louis Riel, who was then living in the United States, inviting him to come over to the Saskatchewan country and help them to press their demands. Unfortunately for himself and for the peace of the country he accepted the invitation. There seems to be no doubt that his motive in coming over was not entirely that of helping the half-breeds, for we have evidence that he was willing during the winter to give up his agitation and the half-breed grievances in return for a named sum of money, which was refused him. He addressed frequent meetings of the half-breeds and their attitude became more and more threatening. The Government finally decided to send a Commission to the North-west to make an enumeration of those entitled to participate in the grant to be made, as well as to enquire into and report upon their other complaints, and it was as the Chairman of this Commission that I was asked to go to the North-west. The duties of the Commissioners as determined upon at that time were to visit the principal settlements of half-breeds in the North-west Territories and to ascertain, upon the best evidence to be obtained, and report the names of those half-breed heads of families and children who were living in the North-west Territories on 15th July, 1870, and the heirs of those who were dead. We were also to enquire into and report upon any grievances they had, either against the Government or amongst themselves, in connection with the surveys of their lots. I was not entirely satisfied that these powers went far enough to enable me to make a success of the Commission. My researches during the two or three days I had spent in Ottawa had shown me that the enemies of the Government in the North-west had made much use of the delay in recognizing the claims of the North-west half-breeds, and of the delay which had taken place in allotting lands to the Manitoba half-breeds even after the enumeration of them had been completed. I doubted the efficacy of the Commission, at a time when the discontent of the half-breeds seemed to be coming to a head, if our powers were limited to saying that we had come merely to take down their names with a view to an allotment of land or scrip; and I had pointed out these views to those in authority without success. I was told that if the half-breeds refused to come before us our duty would have been done and we could not be blamed. And thus the matter would probably have rested had not events taken a new turn. On the afternoon of the 27th March as I was preparing to leave Ottawa by the night train the news arrived that a conflict had taken place at Duck Lake between a party of Mounted Police and Volunteers from Prince Albert with a number of armed half-breeds, and that several had been killed on both sides, amongst them Mr. Skeffington Elliot, a son of Judge Elliot of London, and a cousin of Mr. Edward Blake. Intense excitement followed, and when the House met in the evening Sir Adolphe Caron, the Minister of Militia, announced that orders had already been given for the immediate dispatch of the militia regiments from Toronto, Montreal, London and other places, by the Canadian Pacific Railway along the north shore of Lake Superior where there were still some short uncompleted portions of the line.
I determined to make another effort to obtain more satisfactory powers for the Commission, and I sent a note to Sir John Macdonald asking the fayour of an intervie TM of five minutes upon urgent business connected with the North-west trouble. He gave me an appointment for nine that night and received me in his private room while the debate was going on close by. He struck me as being a good deal worn with anxiety, and the excitement of the debate was still on him. He was cordial but very businesslike. I told him in very few words that I wanted increased powers, as I feared that when the half-breeds were told that we could do no more than make lists of those who were entitled to lands or land scrip, and report these to the Government, they wohld not be satisfied and would not take the trouble to come in. He asked me what I suggested. I told him that I wanted to be able to hand to each half-breed his scrip before he left the room, after I had ascertained that he was entitled to it. He said at once "I think you are right and I'll bring the matter before Council tomorrow." I asked him whether I should remain in Ottawa and he said, "No. Go home and I'll telegraph you tomorrow." I left for London that night. Upon arriving at the North Toronto station early next morning I drove down through the city to the Union station. The place was alive with excitement: the militia regiments had been called out for service during the night and the streets were full of men in uniform hurrying down to the drill sheds, for they were under orders to leave immediately. I reached home at midday, and during the afternoon a telegram from Ottawa informed me that the additional powers I had asked for had been granted, and that I was to be authorized not only to take evidence as to the claims but to settle on the spot those that were approved.
On Our powers under the Commission and the instructions accompanying it authorized us to issue to each half-breed head of a family who was residing in the North-west Territories on 15th July, 1870, a certificate entitling him to receive from the Government "land scrip" to the amount of $160: and to each half-breed child, born before 15th July, 1870, of parents then residing in the North-west Territories, land scrip to the amount of $240. The rights existing at that date were treated as having become vested rights, and therefore transmissible by descent, so as to entitle the heirs of a person then entitled, but who died afterwards, to the rights of the deceased. The land scrip to be issued was only redeemable by the Government when tendered in payment for money due by purchasers of government Iand. Our original instructions gave us no power to allot land to any halfbreed unless he were found by us to be in actual bona fide occupation of a parcel, in which case we were authorized to give a certificate entitling him to a patent for it, not exceeding, however, 160 acres for the head of a family and 240 acres for a child. In such cases we were directed by our original instructions to reduce the amount of his "lafid scrip" by one dollar for each acre of land so allotted to him. We were instructed to visit all the principal half-breed settlements in the Northwest Territories for the purpose of carrying out the objects of the Commission. We spent Monday, 6th April, in Winnipeg buying our camping outfit, arranging our itinerary for the next four and five weeks, and sending out notices of our intended movements during that time, so that the half-breeds should know at what points and on what days to meet us.
The excitement over the rebellion was very great at Winnipeg while we were there. The local militia forces had already been sent forward, and every train brought troops from the eastern provinces who were eagerly and enthusiastically welcomed during their short stay on their way to the disturbed districts. Every newspaper contained new and alarming reports, generally unfounded, of the threatening attitude of the half-breed population and of the Indians upon every reserve, of fresh additions to the ranks of Riel's forces, and of fresh outrages upon the scattered white population in the Saskatchewan district. The quiet little Club for the time might almost have been mistaken for mess, so full was it of officers in uniform, all on their way to the front. On Tuesday morning the 7th April we left Winnipeg by the Canadian Pacific train for Qu'appelle, where our first sitting was to be held, and felt that we were fairly launched upon our expedition. After nearly twenty years I can still recall the fascination of the unknown experiences before me. I had been suddenly transported from the quiet and uneventful routine of professional life in a country town to the scene of stirring events. Our duty was to visit the half-breeds in their own distant and scattered settlements, and to allay their discontent, if possible, by shewing them that before the rising had taken place the Government had appointed us to give them what they had been asking [or. I had never before in my life seen a half-breed: the reports of their present temper and of the reception we were likely to meet with from them, gave promise of interesting experiences. We were to lead a wandering life, travelling hundreds of miles over the prairies, or, in small boats, down great rivers, camping where we happened to find ourselves at night. Our path, as it turned out, was a fairly smooth one, but the possibility of adventures ahead cheered us along, even over its most uneventful parts.
The distance from Winnipeg to Qu'appelle is 325 miles and the journey now takes less than 12 hours; in 1885, it took more than eighteen. Travelling in those days, however, was lightened by some excitements of which the advent of the dining car has deprived us. The train stopped at Carberry for a mid-day dinner, and at Elkhorn for the evening meal. The Company's refreshment rooms at both places were in frame buildings at a little distance from where the train stopped, but in full view and alarmingly small. As the train was crowded with hungry men, who were all aware that the seats at table were limited in number, there were many entries for the race which at once came off, with a C.P.R. plate for a prize and no allowance for weight or age. I had a fair start on each occasion, and was pleased to find that as a sprinter I could hold my own with any one on the train.
We were dropped by the train at the little wooden station at Qu'appelle about half-past-three on Wednesday morning, and went up to the Queen's Hotel, where we found that Madame Forget had arrived the evening before and was then asleep. The hotel was small and no rooms were to be had, so we walked about the village in the growing light, returning to the hotel for the earliest possible breakfast.
Qu'appelle at that time was a small village of scattered wooden houses, containing three or four hundred people, but it had suddenly become important as the railway base of supplies for the small army under General Middleton, which had gone forward a few days before towards Clarke's crossing on the Saskatchewan River, where the half-breeds under Riel were collecting.
After a very early breakfast we went back to the railway station to see the arrival of the "Queen's Own" militia regiment and Company C from the Infantry School at Toronto, together with some scattered details, the whole under the command of Colonel Otter. These troops had come straight from Toronto by the C.P.R. route along the north shore of Lake Superior, and had been obliged to march for a whole day upon the ice across an arm of the lake at a place where the railway had not yet been completed. They had been supplied with snow goggles which had protected their eyes and the skin around them against the reflection of the bright sun from the snow, but the skin hung in patches from the rest of their faces, and the lips of most of them were broken out with "cold sores," giving to them a most singular appearance. They set off almost immediately in waggons to join and their brethren in the neighbourhood, to find out what we were really authorized to do. Their attitude towards us was from the first extremely suspicious: they were slow to believe us when we told them that we had really come with full power, not only to take the evidence that they were entitled to half-breed rights, but to grant them scrip on the spot. Nor was this attitude an unnatural one when one considers that these rights had long been acknowledged by the Government: that the half-breeds had been consulted years before as to the form in which the rights should be granted, and that still nothing had been done. When, however, their incredulity as to the powers had been to some extent removed they proceeded to criticize the form in which we were empowered to grant the rights. They complained loudly of the injustice done by the Government in giving us authority to grant to half-breed children $240 in scrip only, whereas in settling the rights of the Manitoba half-breeds in 1870 each half-breed child had been allotted 240 acres of actual land. They announced their determination to refuse acceptance of the settlement unless our powers were increased so as to permit us to give certificates to half-breed children for 240 acres of land instead of for $240 scrip. Upon this point their arguments were of great force and we promised to lay them at once before the Government. Then they tried to induce us to make the same recommendation with regard to half-breed heads of families, who were entitled under our instructions to $160 in scrip: but we pointed out that in the Manitoba settlement in 1870 heads of families had received only scrip and not land, and that therefore we were offering heads of families the same settlement as that which had been accepted by the Manitoba heads of families. They admitted that our answer was complete and did not further press this point. They then spoke in terms of strong sympathy for their brethren who were in arms under Riel, and professed to be unwilling to accept any settlement whatever, unless these men were also included in it, as they looked upon them as fighting for their common rights. To this proposal we were of course obliged to make a very distinct and positive statement that men with arms in their hands against the Government must be taken to have forfeited any claims they might otherwise have had. As soon as this conference was over I telegraphed to Sir David Macpherson in cipher, asking that we should be empowered to give 240 acres of land [for each child] to heads of families, instead of $240 in scrip, where it was asked for.
The half-breed settlement near Fort Qu'appelle at that time consisted of several hundred persons, and extended for several miles along the lake and the Qu'appelle river which flows into the lake about five miles above the Fort. Near the junction of the river with the lake was situated the Roman Catholic half-breed mission church and the house in which lived Fathers Le Bret and Magnant, the priests of the mission. Upon an adjoining quarter section the Indian Industrial School had been built by the Government for the purpose of educating and training young Indian children from the neighbouring Reservations. At the time of our visit there were some forty children at the School, who were all boarded, lodged and clothed at the public cost. The School was in charge of Father Hugonnard, a French Priest of the Oblat Order from Normandy, with a matron and three assistants, all grey nuns from Montreal, to assist him. Father Hugonna, rd had been kind enough to invite our whole party, including Madame Forget, to take up our quarters at the School while we remained in the neighbourhood, and to hold our sittings in one of its rooms: this invitation we gladly accepted, the more readily as it brought us into the midst of the half-breed settlement. Accordingly, on the morning of Thursday, the 9th April, we all drove up the lake with our luggage, including the heavy box containing the numerous books of blank forms to meet all contingencies, with which the Government had provided us, and took possession of our quarters at the School.
During the evening I received a telegram from Sir David Macpherson empowering us to give land instead of scrip to such of the half-breed children as wished to have it, and we opened our sitting on Friday morning in full confidence that all objections were removed. But although the half-breeds had been arriving on their Ta•. CANADIAN HISTOPICAL REVIEW ponies and with their carts since the early morning, until the space about the School was fairly thronged with them, their wives and their children, they seemed unwilling to come before us to prove their claims. We saw Father Hugonnard's tall figure moving from one stolid group to another; he was evidently trying to remove their objections, whatever they were, but apparently without effect, until, when the morning was becoming advanced, he appeared at the door with an elderly halfbreed woman, almost pushing her into the room and saying to us that she wished to claim her scrip. With much hesitation and many evident misgivings she told us that her name was Madeleine Hamlin and gave us the further particulars of her birth, parentage, and residence, which we required before admitting her claim. Then two equally reluctant and suspicious friends of hers were persuaded to come in and verify her story upon oath, and her proof was complete. I prepared, and handed to her, scrip for $160, explaining its nature to her, and she went out of the door and was received by a crowd of curious friends, to whom she exhibited her scrip. They were not pleased with her for having allowed herself to be persuaded to come before us, and had almost succeeded in satisfying her and themselves that her scrip was valueless, when Charles Alloway, the agent of a banker in Winnipeg who, with other speculators, had come after us to purchase the scrip from the half-breeds, stepped up and offered her $80 in cash for it. This she gladly accepted, and the money was handed to her in clean, crisp $10 bills. The news quickly spread that we were really giving something which could be turned into cash, and from that hour we were besieged from morning till night by applicants. My experiences with them were often amusing. Every head of a family was required to state on oath the names and ages of children, and as most of them spoke only French, and my knowledge of that language was extremely limited, I had some difficulty at first in comprehending the answers to my questions. Most of the families were very large, and the parents were never able to give accurately any date except that of their own marriage, emphasizing the fact that the eldest child was always born within a year from that date. Their usual plan was to allow a child for every two years down to the date of the birth of the youngest, but this generally required correction. For instance, a man married in 1861 would tell me that he had twelve children, the eldest, say Angelique, being born in 1862. He could tell me the names of the others and the order in which they came, but not the year of their birth, except that there was an interval of about two years between them. I would then go through his whole list, Gabriel, Josephine, Anselme, Virginie, Napoleon, Julienne, Th•ophile, etc., until we came to Celestine the youngest, who should, according to this method of computation, have been born in 1884 and be then one year old. Then would come a vehement protest and Celestine would be produced and pronounced to be five or six years old. Then it would perhaps be remembered that a couple of pairs of twins and a death or two had marred the biennial symmetry of the family, and that the scale must be readjusted accordingly. It •vas generally possible to correct the results by comparison with such collateral facts as the dates of the marriages of Angelique, Gabriel and Josephine, and the births of their children: for they all married young and had families early.
The names of the children were as a rule fairly familiar to me: they were the usual French names with a large addition of the names of Saints. Occasionally, however, I was obliged to appeal to my brother commissioners for assistance. For instance, a half-breed father informed me that one of his sons was named "Crasus Tom," and insisted that that was his name. And I found he was right, and that THE COmmiSSION OF 1885 TO THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES 51 only my spelling was wrong, for the child had been christened ChrysostSme. Another name given one was "Frezeen" but this turned out to be a corruption of Euphrosyne: and still another, pronounced "Cheboo," proved to be Thibaut.
On Sunday we went to the mission church, which was crowded with the halfbreeds, and listened to a sermon in French delivered by Father Le Bret. I could gather that he was pointing out to them the madness of thinking of joining the rebels and was begging them to remain quiet: "Soyez tranquilles" were words that he used several times. We were told after the service that there was still great restlessness among the younger men, and that very little pressure would have been required to induce them to throw in their lot with their rebellious brethren at the South Branch of the Saskatchewan. I had frequent interviews with the little Indian boys who were under the same roof with us and in Father Hugonnard's charge. They were bright-eyed, well behaved little fellows. In the intervals of our work I made for them the frame of a large kite, which Mr. Forget covered, and which flew to perfection and was much admired, being the first kite ever flown in the Qu'appelle valley, as I was told. I had the happiness also of introducing the boys to the game of football by getting down a couple of footballs from Winnipeg and instructing them in the rudiments of the association game.
On Wednesday the 15th April I received a pressing request from Mr. Macbeath the Hudson's Bay Company's agent at Touchwood Hills, about 52 miles north from Fort Qu'appelle upon the route which General Middleton's forces had followed. He said that some loyal half-breed scouts, entitled to scrip, were to leave in two or three days to join General Middleton, and were very anxious to make their proof before leaving. So it was at once decided that Mr. Goulet and I should go up the next day. I was walking with Father Le Bret the same afternoon when a mounted orderly rode up to him with a letter from General Strange, who was with General Middleton, asking him to send up a priest to administer the last rites of the Church to a French-Canadian soldier from Quebec who had been taken ill and left behind at Touchwood Hills and was supposed to be dying. Father Le Bret at once sent word that he would go up himself at once, and I invited him to join Mr. Goulet and me.
Accordingly on Thursday morning, 16th April, we started early, in a waggon with a pair of horses, and soon found ourselves upon the route which the troops had taken and upon which we constantly overtook long trains of supply waggons. We stopped for mid-day dinner at a clean wayside house kept by a man named O'Brien, and at nightfall reached another of the same kind kept by a half-breed named House. The beds and rooms and meals were very dirty, but it was too late to go on, and I made use of my roll of camp bedding for the first time, sleeping on the floor of the sitting room beside Mr. Goulet and Father Le Bret. Before going to bed, however, we walked for a short distance to where some teamsters carrying supplies for General Middleton's force were camping for the night. They were carrying pressed hay: each of them had started with a ton of it from Qu' appelle Station, and their journey to deliver it was calculated to take ten days and the journey back for another load about the same time. The hay at the Station cost $20, and the teamsters, who were farmers driving their own horses and waggons, received $10 a day for the time employed in taking the hay up to the depot and returning. Their horses consumed about half the load during the journey up and down. The net result to the Government, therefore, was half a ton of hay delivered to the troops costing $220. The Rebellion no doubt saved many a poor farmer from bankruptcy, for the crops had been poor and they were all hard up, so that the chance which it gave them of hiring out a pair of horses and a waggon to the Government for the whole spring at $10 a day came as a real blessing. I have often heard them drinking Riel's health and "more power to him," half in joke and half in earnest, not that they were disloyal or wished him to win, but that they wished his rebellion to last long enough to keep themselves and their teams employed for the whole summer, at all events.
We had passed during the day, at an interval of 20 miles, two temporary storage depots of supplies of food for the army, for it was difficult to obtain transport, and as the hay was at this time the article which seemed most in demand at the front it was being forwarded in a hurry while the other supplies awaited their turn. Each of these depots was in charge of a single militia man, and we often discussed on our way past them how easy it would be for a small party of mounted half-breeds to destroy the supplies and interfere with General Middleton's Mr. Couture said that the older Indians were entirely averse to troubling themselves by following this advice but that the younger ones were not to be depended upon. Early in the afternoon, two or three hours after our arrival, we heard drums beating and men shouting on the road from the Reserve, and presently we saw a procession of Indians advancing, headed by an old man on a horse, and Mr. Macbeath told us that they were coming down to the Post for what he called a "grub dance." Most of the men were painted and carried rifles, knives, and tomahawks: they wore blankets about their bodies, and leggings of deer skin with frills to them: Their hair was long and black: some of them wore it standing out from their heads like a shock of hay: others had it twisted into long tails covered with steel beads and decorated with rabbits' tails. On reaching the Post they squatted down on their haunches, men and women alike, in the sunshine along the front of the store houses and began beating their drums and singing a monotonous air. Then a man came forward and made a speech in the Cree language to us as we stood on the verandah of Mr. Macbeath's house. When he had finished his harangue, which he accompanied with much gesture, he resumed his place, and the beating of the drums and the singing was resumed. The alternation of speeches and singing was kept up for some time until finally Mr. Macbeath went forward and spoke to them in their own language. His speech was received with many signs of approbation, for, as he informed us, he told them that they were good Indians and that he was going to give them enough flour and pork for a feast: to this I added some plugs of tobacco, and received in return a speech and an outburst of their peculiar music. Having received the provisions and tobacco they marched of[ to an empty house a quarter of a mile away where we heard them beating their drums and singing until late at night. The half-breeds whom we had come to Touchwood Hills to meet came to us early in the afternoon, proved their claims, and went away with certificates entitling each of them to 240 acres of land. Father Le Bret found the Quebec soldier whom he had come to see very much better and by no means in need of extreme unction, but very much alarmed at the demonstration made by the Indians. After nightfall I received a visit from Day Star and a dozen of his chief men who were introduced to me. The only ones whose names I can remember were "HardQuill," "Kit-fox," "Little Rider" and "Moose dung," and they were about the wildest-looking men I have ever seen. Mr. Goulet spoke their language and acted as interpreter. Day Star began by taking off an old "wide awake" hat which he wore and extracting a very greasy paper from the crown, which he handed to me with great pride. Upon it I read "This is to certify that Chief Day Star is a good Indian and a loyal subject of the Great White Mother (signed) Fred. Middleton, Major General". Then he made me a speech telling me that he loved the Great 'White Mother and was a good Indian and that he wanted me to tell the Government to give him a horse and a buckboard and some cattle.
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